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WHAT IS HEIRY PROPERTY?

Mot heirs’ property in the Lowcountry
s land purchased by or deeded to
African Americans after emancipation.
Muchofthis land has been passed down
through the generations without the
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benefitofawill. So, all ofthe heirs own
the land in comman - whetherthey live
on the land; help pay the taxes, or have
never set foot on theland.

Thisunstable form of ownership
Resiliency
The dictionary defines resilien ce as the
capacity to recover quickly from difficulties
[ie, the abiity to bownce back]. The
COVID-1g pandemic, which has now been
with us for almost two years, has certainly
impacted msall. P'm proudof not anly
our resiliency during this crigis, bt owr
creativity in finding innovative ways to
carry forth owr critical mission. We have
fouend ways to reach others beyond the
basrders of Sowth Carolina
From delivering the Center peplication
model tohelpthose in the Mobile Basin,
o msing virtual methods of delivering
serminars, workshops and events, this
roewal etber will decuire it jost somme of the

il eston es we have achieve d over the last

Few manths.

Orier fietere couldi’t be brighter. Ith

b rmsbling to see owr model ot only
irmsplerme iste d elsewhe pe but our expertise
recogrized in articles, stories, and media
across the conntry: I like to think that our
work since 1oof has helpedshine alight on
this important ssve. | thank you for your
trost andsupport over the years in building
a model that will comtinoe to help and
influenceour work and mission to serve
alarger, more diverse papulation in all
corners of our nation. Ultmately, the goal
i to make sure all lan downe s have access
to the ook needed, sothey willno longer
be labeled as “historically underserved ™

putsheirs’ property at high risk for

loss because any heir cansell[ their]
pereentage of ownership to another who
can force asak of the entire property.
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2021 Commitment to ]ustit:e Honoring Dr. Millicent E. Brown

With another upswing in COVID Thank you to our powerful keynote
cases our annual Commitment to speaker, Pastor Thomas Dixon. We
Justice award had to evolve quickly also appreciate Dy. Tamara Butler,
from a hybrid event toa virtual ane. Executive Director, The Avery

[twas still an incredible evening on Research Center for African American
September gth asthe Center honored  History and Culture; owr Board

Dig. Millicent E. Brown with the 2001 Chaiy, Yvonne Knight-Carter and our
Commitment to Justice award! We CEO, Dr. Jennie Stephens, for their
celebrated Dr. Brown as atmue warrior  comments and reflections on Dr.

and lifelong activist for civil rights! Brown's achicvements.
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Fletcher Williams IT1 TD Bank Tanenbaum W Kenneth Swng, T
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for African American Advocates [ﬂ_ru-u] West Law Fu'ml : In-K ind Danations
History and Culture ACLUofSouth Carolina ~ J-Sethand CarvieWhipper — apois Photography
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Baker & Varner, LLC Cwryand The Curry Law  Jonathan Green Matthews
Bleecker Family Law Firm erguson Village, NA Dr. Leonard McIntyre
& Sanders, LLC  Craft Fasig& Associates, ILC  Raymond and Wendi Huff  SC State Fair
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Mobile Basin Heirs’ Property Support Initiative takes
Center’s Replication Model to Mississippi!

M ISSIS5 PP
CENTER
® | USTICH
Press Bvent October 1480 - Clockmise from left: A MeGill, ~Anchor, Dr. Ferrie L. Serpbens and Fangela Wads,
Live s News Dr. Fesie L. Stepbens, CED, Cenver for Heirs' Property froms the Missisrippi Center for Fustice, review
Preservarion™, Fangela Wade, Pres. and CEQ, Mississippi Center for Fustice; docwmentts prior fo the asrwosscement

Lisa Morden, FP of Safety, Sust ainabilicy ¢ Ocesparional Health, Kimberly-
Clark, Kerry Cesareo, Sr. Fice Pres., Foresiry, World Wildlife Find

On Thursday, October 14th, a national ~ World Wildlife Fund and Kimberly- help for solong Onesuch story comes

press eventannounced that the Clark. Live ¢ News anchor Ann McGill  from the Robbins family sihlings. You
Center's replication model, something  hosted the streaming pressevent. canwatch their powerful story on the
that has beena big part of the Center’s Center's YouTube page. Hear them

: Of course, the mostimportant thing : 4 i j
Sﬂatcg;cﬂmumﬁfpmtﬁzw about the Mobile Basin Heirs' Property discuss the heirs PII:I-PI:’I‘L‘_I,"I,ﬁut'Iilﬂt
years, wasabout to be implemented prevents them from usingtheir family

in Mississippi! It's called the MoliLe i?ﬁmxﬁuhhﬂitﬂ?ﬁt land to help create generational wealth
Basiw HE1r's PROPERTY It's people like the Robhins that
SUFPORT INTTIATIVE Our s, © this project will help!

partrer, the Mhmmppx Talk about resiliency; it is
Center l'cr]'lﬂl:w!:, \'!Irﬂﬂﬂ? indeed astounding tosee
th:ﬂn.'m:r‘srn?pltmtm the work and mission of
Fﬂndfl in htIanglnvF- : the Center now being used
m:um:M.lmuﬂlpp:Fﬂrmﬁﬁ i inother places around the
hd.d ontoinherited land. 8 country! Andeven more

This effore, advocates say, ¥ surprising accomplishing this
would hu.id 'i'n:altha.nd : - - - & f & during a pandemic. Your help
SRR THE ROBBINS SIBLINGS in moving our work forvard
s el The Robbins Sibling; L m{?, Guwensloly Robbins s el B T ol
S — Prars, Hewry Pract, Florime Robbins Stetwart.

Phoro Conrtegy: Mississippi Conter for Fustice
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Landnwner E'ympusmm Thrives

Our staff showed offtheir resiliency by
making this year's éth Annunal South
Carolina Rural & Limited Resource
Landowner Symposium 4 record event
and the most successhul ever for the
Center! Nearly 300 people registered
either in-person or online for this
mformative two-day hybrid event! Our
speakers and panelists ranged from
Carbon Credits to Environmental Justice.
The inspiring keynote address was delivered by Dr. Faith
Rivers James, the Assistant Provost for Leadership at
The Citadel and who has been a leader in the property
preservation movement.

Ancther highlight from the first day of the Sym posinm was
an evening honoring our new graduates and all participants
im our Woodland Community Advocate program. What

an inspiration to all ofus. As was mentioned during the
session, the WCA's are the evangelists of the Center's work
and mission. Congratulations, new graduates!

Woodland Community ~Advecates

Landowner Sympoginm Sponsers

USDA: Nanwral Resonrces Conservation Service af Soush
Carolina, O fice of Advecacy and Oureach, National
Tustitrre for Food and Agriciliire, Southern Sustainable
Apricsdiure Reswardy & Edwation[SARE]. AgPirst Farm
Credit Bank, Enviva, SC Sustainable Forestry Initiative
Implementaton Committee

Resilient Landowners

Landowner Anthony Williams characterizes resiliency
Mr. Williams participatesin the Sustainable Forestry and
African American Land Retenton Program [SFLR]. His
nearly 65 acresofland arein Orangeburg County; 37 acres
have been recently planted in pine trees. Center Foresters
David Bourgeois and Kenneth Dunn were there carlier this

while they were planfing the trees right behind ns™

“I was born and raised on this land," said Mr. Williams,
standing juststeps away from where his childhood home
once stood. “It is a different fecling though for my kids.
They justaren't as attached tothe land as [ am. My hope in
planting these trees is that it might help them fall in lowe

year to assess the success of with the knd * Sustsinable
the planting and to flag out forestry is helping M.
planted. his family’s fature, and he
Mr. Williams reflected on is also using other methods
meeting up with David shortly to help his children and
after learning about the grandchildren bond with the
Center and being approved land. *I took my grandkids
for the SFLR program. “Dave out and had them plant two
gave me all the guidance | trees on the land. T will keep
needed." He smiled as he went 1 «E bringing them down here as
on about getting his rees ﬁ long as 'm alive and show
planted earlier than other - : them those two trees they
PEONE 0T ven “DhvMd Conser Foresters Kennesh Downn and David Bowrgeois  Planted."Mr. Williams trees,
k1200 wy Wik wersncoully with Landowser Anthosy Williams g rell ax e fan il cogutin are
putting out the marker flags EFOWINg strong,

ki, AR R =E

el 1 e e T T L R T, S T L ™ s e R A 0 g . el e R T o T, - — -

5,

-

LE N s

FL¥iT . ORGC 5

T T W e




=MATTERS 2

ex!r ﬂ!r *-.l.- ﬂ.!.-' -lr ﬂ'r "u’f

THANK YOU! YOUR GIVING MATTERS...in every way that you do it!
Please consider making a monthly git. For us...t feels like a pat on the back every time it appears!
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Hatlunal Enpnsnre

Part of the Center’s mission B to create
swvarehess around the issue ol heis’
property. Youcan'task for greater exposure
than tobe featured on a dational newscast.
Septemberand, the Center's CEO, Dr.
Jennie L. Stephe ns, appeared on the

NEC Mightly News with Lester Halt. Dr.
Stephe ns was interviewed a3 part of a story
on how FEMA is changing its policies

ar heirs” property, whocouldn't prove
ownership, to apply for citical dissster aid.
The stary also centers amund Bucksport,
South Camlina. Iis heirs' property
mesidents could not access FE MA fiunds in
the wake of several natural disasters. The
Center hopes to continue shining alight
on the gsue of heirs' property, a5 well & the
people itimpacts. Just ke the families that

. or kTS ; - Dhasha Buerss with
o allow people living on inherited land, were festured in Bucksport. iel. Mm
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Welcome To The Center!

Moving Soon!

Our New Home,,
The Opportunity Center!

Center for Hews' Property Preservation™
8170 Rivers Ave,
N. Charleston, 5C 29406
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