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Welcome to
Our New Home!

Ribbon Cutting on

The Opportunity
Center

[ See page 3 for the full story] -
- : : - " nw“- : .T" 5
i e - - L
g @301z Center for Hin® Property Preservation, Inc.
B



'._‘H

WHAT IS HEIRY PROPERTY?

Muost heirs’ property in the Lowcountry
is land that was cither purchased by

ar deeded o African Americansafter
emancipation. Much of thisland

has been passed down throughthe
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generations without the benefit ofa will
so thatthe land isowned in commaon by
all of the heirs- whether they live onthe
land; help pay the taxes or have never set
foot an the land.

Welcome to Our ﬂew Home

It great to see a plancome together.
We have been in our newhome- The
Opportunity Center - for a little

more thansix months. The hallsare
bustling with individuals atending
the meetings of cur fellow enants.
The Opportunity Center is a unique
collaborative place impacting low
wealthcommunitics. Individuals

can come to thisinnowative space to
receive job training, have their start-up
housed in the business incubator, share
entreprencurialspace, and partake
ofthe services from the Women's
Business Center.

The Opportunity Center is a place

for the Center's valued employeesto
provide landownerswiththeacoess
toeducation, expertise, partners,
programs, and choices, which will
allow them to honar their family
legacyand help build wealth for future
generatons. In additon, it houses the
offices of several non-profitsactively
working in the community economic
development sector.

It mayhea bitofa cliché tosay

that home is where the heartis, but
ouwr weloome mat isout, and its
ndeed heartwarming toknow T he
Oppartunity Center will be aone-stop-
shop with the goal of making sure all
landowners have access o the tools
they need, sothey willno longer be
labeled as “historically underserved "

This unstahle form ofownership

puts heirs' property at high risk for

loss hecavse any heir cansellhis/her
percentage of ownership toanother who
can force azak of the entire property.
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Our New Home: The Opportunity Center

Thusday, March g1, wasthe ribbon-
cutting ceremony forowr new home,
The Opportunity Center! What an
eventful morning, with an inspiring
program, an overfiow crowd, and the
ceremonial cutting af the ribbon! Thank
you toowr donors, our supporters and
thosc whose dreams finally became a
reality with this dedication.

The Center for Heirs' Property
Preservation™, Increasing H.O.RE.,
and the South Carolina Association
for Com munity Economic
Development [SCACED], in
partnership with Homes of Hope,
will be using The Opportunity Center
not only as their headquarters but

as a ram ing center and a business
mcubator all under one roof. This
facility is more than a building; the
goal of this non-profit hub will be

to create this shared spaceas an
“entreprencurial ccosystem™ to serve
the needs of the community.
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USDA Roundtable Discussion

Even before the official nbbon- Agriculture Secretary Jewel
cutting on our new home, T he Bronaugh and U.S. House Majority
Opportunity Center, March 14th Whip Jim Clybum. The goal of
was a rewarding and historic the discussion was forthe USDA

day! The Center hosted aspecial to share its ongoing efforts to root
ngofnational importance,  out generations of systemic racism,
a USDA Roundtable Discussion deeply integrate equity in decsion-

featuring Deputy Secretary making and policy-making, and

Dr. Jewel Bronaugh and The build equitable systems and
Honorsble James E. Clyburn, programming inclusive of those
6th District and U.S. House served by the agency. We were proud

Mmonty Whip. The purpose of to host this important gathering
this meeting was an opportunity here at our new home.
for cooperators and histori cally Ballowin

, g the roundtable, Dr.
underserved agriculturalproducers g i1 "6t ephens, CEO of
to share theirthoughts regarding the Center for Heirs' Property

USDA programs while highlighting  poovarion™ sar down and talked
USDA’s work to advance equity.

one-on-one with Deputy Secretary
The Roundtable Discussion Bronaugh. Yoo canwatch thisin-
mcluded local Black landowners depth conversation on the Center’s
and farmers who shared their YouTube page!
expenences with Deputy
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Landowner Engagement

Center Forester David Bourgeois met land owner Ronald
Richards on his property earlier this year. M. Richards is
scen here standing proudly next o his trees after just two
growing seasaons. Many of the two-year-old trees are now
taller than My Richards!

M. Richards will install a pollinator plot next spring
with funds from the South Caraolina Natural Resources
Conservation Service [N RCS] Conservation Stewardship
Project He wanted to take soil samples and send them
to Clemson Extension to see if his site is deficient m any
particular nutrients.

The process involves collecting about ten small cores and
miing them in a bucket Youthen drythe soil and fill a
specially labeled box provided by Clemson Extension for
this purpose. They will then perform a very costeffective
soil analysis. Simply tell them what you wish to grow,
and they will recommend any nutrients toadd for that
partcular crop.

The Center appreciates ow hard-working landowners. All
of our talented foresters enjoy working closely with them.
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A Thank You Note 20 Years in the Making!'

This past February, on a Saturday Darlisa Adams, Forester David in the audience, learned something
morning atthe Second Mt Beulah Bourgeois, and Artorney Aashini valuahle that helped her and her family
Baptist Church in St. Mathews, South  Shrivastay, learning about both legal unlock and resolve an issue over two
Carolina, community mem bers were and forestryresources the Center decades old. We wanted to share her
invited to a FREE Heirs' Property could provide and howthat could thank you note tothe Center below.

Seminar. They intently listened and help create generational wealth. In
asked questions to Outreach Liaison partcular, one person, ayoung lady

qood Morning!
I ha]:n: Lou ave well.
bl canee to St Matthews a few weekes ago to Second Mi. Bewlah 'E-H'Ftis.t chwrch aind
id & sewinar. | was the Yyouwng Lﬁﬂl% that aclkesd about whﬂ the property wotld be L
hetrs propertyy Lf the will s who Lt was to go to.
well, | fowind out it was an ervor on the Probate Cowrt. They did wot file the
paperwork, n-n-rrr..ntE.H- ﬂwﬂ had it as all = childrew tnstead of the one child it was
willed to, and the will c-l.e.nrtg stated it. The will was also attached. Therefore, a
reviced Device Tescent wis downe Eo corvect Ehe vaatter. It tooke 20 Lears and woove thow

5 attempts of i.wquirﬁ to get it corvected, -.ﬁ.h-ﬂLLE!
Thawk, Ljou for Your help. Have a great dnal
cassandra

The mission of the Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation ™ is to protect heirs'
property and promote the sustainahle use of land to provide increased economic
benefitto historically underserved landowners. That is owr mussion. We were so
pleased to be able to help Cassandra and her family. Wewere thrilled to receive
her thank you note here at the Center and knowthat we played a role in helping
her solve a vo-year-old problem. Now is the time toresolve your heirs’ property
ssucs. The longer you wait, the more complicated itcan become. Call the
Center to make an appointment with one of our attorneys for one hour of free
legal advice about your particular heirs’” property situation and what you necdto
do toresolve it.

Congratulations Jennie

Congratulations to our CEQ, Dy Jennic L. Stephens, who was named carlicr this

year by the USDA to the newly formed national Subcommittee on Agrioulture of the
Equity Com mission! Launching this independent Com mission delivers on President
Biden's commitment to create an independent Equity Commission and provide it with
the necessary resources o supportits mission to address historical discrimination at
the USDA. Congrats again, Jennic!
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The 2022
‘Commitment to Justice' Award

The Center for Heirs' Property
Preservation™ is proud to recognize
Reverend Melson B. Rivers, ITT as the
Recipientof this vear's Commitment
to Justoe Award. Reverend Rivers was
born in the South Carolina coastal
community of Bennett's point and

is 4 Lifelong servant in the fight for
Justice.

As a mimister, Reverend Rivers has
preached atchurches in twenty-three
states and is the pastor of Charity
Mission Church in Narth Charleston.
He received his bachelor’s degree
from Wilherforce University in Chio,
the first private Black-owned and
operated university in America. He
was ordained at the Olivet Baprist
Church of Christ in Fayetteville, GA,
by the late Dir. Howard W. Creecy, Sr.
Heis pursuing his Master of Divinity
at Erskine Theological Seminary,
Due West, SC.
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Reverend Rivers has received
numerows accolades highlighting his
commitment o justice. Including
the Order of the Palmetto, the

state of South Carolina’s highest
award, induction o the South
Carolina Black Hall of Fame, H. E.
DeCosta Trailblazer Award by South
Carolina African American Heritage
Commission, and the Joseph P Riley;
Jr Vision Award by the YW CA of
Greater Charleston.

Reverend Rivers's civil rights work
led to the election of more than

o0 new hlack officials in South
Carolina between 1986 and 1994..
His invalvement with civil rights
organizations includes the Mational
Association for the Advancement for
Colored People [N AACP] and the
Mational Action Metwark [NAN ]
He also is a foun ding member

of the Charleston Area Justice
Minis try [CATM], an organization
that promotes justice through
congregational work.

The Center is indeed privileged o
have this lifelong war rior and activist
for civil rights, Reverend Nelson B.
Rivers, IT1, as the 1012 Commitment
to Justice Award Honoree! We hope
youcan join us in person at the Francis
Marion Hotel for this incredible
eventon Scptember fth at £30 p.m. o
honor Reverend Rivers,

Commitment to Justice willbe an in-person event. For ticket or

sponsorship information contact Brett Wadford at 843-745 7077 0r

bwadfored@heirsproperty.org
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Welcome To The Center!

New Home, New Address

Our New Home,,
The Opportunity Center!

Center for Hews' Property Preservation™
8570 Rivers Avenue, Suite 170
North Charleston,5C 19406
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