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Know Your 7}&%
Status...yon may be

de’!ﬂg too much!

Dolly was paying 6% in taxes on her
primary residence instead of 4%...
until the Center stepped in.

[See page 4 for full story]
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WHAT IS HEIRY PROPERTY?

mmnm‘ propertyin the

Lowcountryis land that was either
purchased by or deeded to African

this land has been passed down through

2018 Board Members and Officers
W. McLeod Rhodes, Chair

Yvonne Knight-Carter, G- Chair
Alex Singleton, fmmadiate Past Chair
W. Kenneth Swing, Jr., Treasrer
Molly Edwards, Esq.
ToyaHampton, Esq

Marvin Eugene “Gene” Hundley
Sabrina L. W Johnson, Esq
Quierta Jordan, Fsq.

Jonathan P. Kresken, JD.
Bernett*Bernic" Mazyck

Lucy Sanders, Esg.

Ronald *Ronnic” Summers

J Camden West, Esq.

Mary M. Wrighten
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ii ']'lus mnstable form of an'-'m!rﬁhu,u [-Ius
| heirs’ property at kigh risk for less
|| becanse amy hem
Americans after emancipation. Muoch of |

cam sell his/her
percentage of ownership to another whe
cam farce a sale of the eafire property

| 'th.tgtnnntrunswﬂum'lﬁ:hﬂwﬁt
. ofa will so that the land is owned in

commaon by all of the heirs- whether
they liveon the land; help pay the taxes,

| or have never set footon the land.

R Note From Jennie
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In 2016, I had the pleasure of presenting
a TEDX talk entitled - “Heirs Discover
that Money Does Growon Trees"
Fowstry i a $23B industry in the
Southern Region of the USD A Farest
Service, which isalso known asthe
“wood basket of the world.™

Since 2013, the Center has focused

itz efforts to helpunder-served
landowners recognize that the value
of their forestland is more than just
trees. Healthy forests provide clean
drinking water, wildlife habitats, and
help clean the air

" Making your land maore productive

through tree farming doesnotonly
benefit you and your heirs, but your
community, our region and the world,

That is what T call IMPACT - both
cconomuical and erwvironmental.

MISSTON: Tb protect beirs" properiy and to
promsale the sistainabie wse of land fo provids
imcreased dcomenic bemefis fo Miterially
snder-sered landsumers throgh legal and
Siredry aducation and direat serofees.

Staff
Jennie L. Stephens, Executive Director®
Joeh F. Walden, Esq., Diretor of Legal
Services®

Bteve Patterson, Interim Director of
Forestry®

Tish Lynn, Director of Comimunications®

Brete M. Wadford, Director of
[ht]l:[rmﬂﬂ:'

Jacqueline W, Wilson, Associate Director
of Adinpnstration®

Eendra Yates, Executive Asistant®

Trey Bailey, Forester

David Bourgeois, Forester

Jasmine Brown, Commanity Outreach
Coondmator

Rick Callison, Atomey

Lisa Estes, Grants and Contracts Manager

Sharmaine George, Adminstrative
Ast it

Lesley Graham, Paralegal

Renee Gregory, Astomey

Sharon Piggs, Legal Secretary

April Richardson, Outreach Luison
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Tale...ﬁ Seasun uf Hurricanes

Eﬁ"‘#” % o ' what the Center was doingand
T gy then I got to know some of the
ifﬂ‘g}i ' people who were in the program.”
ﬂ o Ittakes time to believe. Much of
Lk ' the Center's success is due to the
L et gradual building of trust between
. staff and landowners like Mary.
“It helped to see that others
were participating,” Mary said.
“1 knew that L.ouis Maniganlt
was part of the program and
N, _ respected him.”
O F TEN 12 Today, Maryis managing
Bringing e Forest Back 1o L §6 - Misry Fiflis prosd & share ber teoe faring story 88 forestedacres. She has
wiih Chack Lawoel[[.Soe page 1,for Lowoell ory] planted long leafand loblally
Mary's hiusband inherited his Then, Hurricane Hugo [1989] “Pine and has become a_{]enter
43-acre homestead from his strock and destroyed all of the Woodlands Community
grandfather, who received it trees on the 6g acres. “We were "‘d‘:ﬂﬂ?n [WCA] to help ‘fﬂ““
as part of the "4oacresanda devastated. It was a complete E'"E]_"EW in what ﬂ’f‘ Centeris
mule” reparation followmng loss. The trees were all lyingon dmng- by telling her stary.
Emancipation. the ground. It was a mess.” P"’mﬂ a proud member and
. 15 sure that her late husband is
Later, his uncle verbally said thar They didn’t know what they proud of what she has done with
he would give his 69 acres to him, should or could do. No one their family land.

when he returned from hisduty ~ Spoke of benefits or claims they
as a merchant marine. “But, it might make.

was never in writing,” said Mary.  “My husband never got over the
“And his uncle died at sea.” loss of those trees™.

Still, they kept paying the tayes, Years later, Mary, nowwidowed,
and the trees matured and were  heard about the Center’s forestry
ready for harvest. “We had cut program while attendinga
some trees from time to time but church conference at 5t. Luke
always for far less than they were  AME Church in Charleston. She
worth,” Mary said. “We thought  was wary atfirst.

aboutcutting them when ourson  «gq many people had gotten

was goingto college tohelppay  yinsed off, when they had their
for it, butwe decided to wait. trees cut, but I kep‘l Falhwmg
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Saving money is no laughing matter!
Dolly [L] and Center Attarney Renee Gregory

Dolly's property was owned by her
hushand who died in 2016 without a
will. After she opened her hushand's
probate in September of 1017, she
received the propertytax hill for her
home. Her county of residence had
billed her at 6% rather than 4%. Her
taxes jumped from S99 to §1,184)

Dolly had originally come tothe
Center for help probating her
hushand's estate, but the problem
of her tax status took center stage.
An application for the 4% Legal
Residence tax status was completed
and submitted for her, but the county
denied her stating thatshe had no
ownership in the property — even
though she was in the process of
probating her hushand's estate and

L

L
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would inherit vo% owners hip interest
# the surviving spouse.

*“The County told me I had to come

up with all that money for the taxes,"
said Dally, still alarmed to think about
it. At that point, Center Attorney
Renee Gregory made several calls and
sentemails to the asscssor's office. “1
explained that she was the surviving
spouse; that the prohate was open, and
that she met all of the requirements

“There are o many benefits and
sax deductions thaf people gualify
Jor, Bur do wor know hai they exig
or bow i ger them, " said Gregery.

E
E
L

to qualify for a 4% Legal Residence
asscssment,” said Gregory.

Y. e e A A o e

9 \;.r 2
Remember AG land is
also taxed at 4%!

Call us to see if we

can help you at:
(843) 145-1055.

After another refusal, Gregory then
filed an ohjection on Dolly's hehalf
and she was finally approved with the
tax status adjusted going forward and
retroactively for 2017,

After the adjustment, for kgal
residence, the property taves were still
higherthan they had been prior to the
death of Dolly's ushand. So, Dolly
saved mare money by applying for

the Homeatead Exemption for legal
resident homeowners over the ageof
iy, totally and permanently disahbled, or
legally blind.

“Tdon’t know what [ would have done
without the Center's help,” said Dolly-
all smiles,
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e Center
Chuck Leavell was here! Keyboardist for the Allman
STHRS Brothers, The Rolling Stancs and many others, Leavell

15 also an acclaimed conscrvationist and passionate tree
farmer. He was in the Lowcountryto film an episode of
are his PBS show, “America's Forests”, which highlighted

e three Center landowners: Mary Hill [ see page 4], Joe

II SIIlg! Hamilton and Yvonne Knight-Carter and aspecial walk

through the Francis Marion Forest wath USDA NRCS
Associate Chicf Leonard Jordan.

*Doing our third episode of "America’s Forests" in South
Carolina with the focus on the Center for Heirs’ Property
Preservation organization was an inspir ing cye-opener
for me," said Leavell. “The Center has helped overa
thousand minority forest land owners tonot only make
sure theycan keep their lands in their familics, but to
enhancethem and instll pride for their efforts. Thisis a
great thing for our forests, for these incredible families
and for our country”

SPECIAL THANKS to the US. Endowment for
Forestry and Communities, and the USDA NRCS and
Forest Service for funding the Center's *Sustamable
Forestry and A frican Land Retenton® program and this
episode of “America’s Forests." Stay tuned for PBS air
date and tme!

Fage ¢ Plhots Cred 5 Joowars Eedwwrd Milli of the Foy Trip Progeer

Finding Family History In County Records
Foe Hamilton (1] and Chuck Leavell

The Francis Marion Forest Treasure Land Holds Stories

Chruck Leavell (1], Districs Ranger Rbea ¥ balen, and USDLA L eavell with sisters - Eleasor C. Brown [C'] and Tooume Knight
NRCS Asociate Chief L emard fordan talk TREES! Carfer, sitfing on rhe steps of the removated one-room schoolbonse
buls on land their grandmorber gave for rbe school.
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THANK YOU! YOUR GIVING MATTERS...in every way thal you {lﬂ it!

Please consider making a monthly gift, For us...it feels like a pat on the back every time irappears!

MOMTHLY DONORS
Ben Thoarmon Rennzl
Lind a Geesmn Howard
Flactra Holmes
Ertopher Fidder
ANMTUAL CAMPAIGH
Anomymaces
Karen Abrams
Ashley H_fmandson
Lioems Anderson, Sr
Rastherford E.C. Smith
Rachard Baker
']'I;.:;lnl.l'h.mnll]r.
Vrgmia & Dana Beach
Barlralay Commty
Algmanae Chapteraf
Dielin 5ijgma Theta
Sororty, Ine
Margaret P Elackmer
Floyd Breeland
Jacgmelne Broaghion
Diamiz] Trorwn
Horman Branswig
Rebecea G Comgphel
Rachel Carey
Ercelle Chillis
Rkt Chisolm
Irem Comdom
Marthe Crafy Fasig, CFA
Thmara Carry
Taneet Diwived
Mally Edwards
Mark] Fielding
Elainz Forwler
{rwendalyn For
Fligateth Ganaway
Rath E- Germany
Fdwn Givens
Mphonsa W Grayson Jo
C. Renee Gregory &
John Maghess

Thzﬁ:rlh'-w-lmn made gifts tothe Center between September 1, 1007 and Angnat 31, 2018,

Tnex K iller
Fam M oore
Dieteraly Mo ley

Joz Marphy

T ] Levingston

Celesie Painck

Braws Fagerzom

Wihitn ey Fowers

Cinee Randolph

Cecelia Rogers

Fmily Schnabl

Beverly Sadann

Cynthia Sertan

Alex Singleton

Aatherford T .C_Smath

Starr Snead

Werneatha 8 pel Profit

Jennie Lo Spephens ThID

Caro | S6ih

Rommie Sammers

Heagher Templeton

Laijla Tomsowvic

Marilyn Matchell
Tarner

R Scoft Walinger Sr

Sharcin Ward

Fidrward | Wesaook Fag.

Dicreethry Yivang,

GOVERNMEMNT=

T3 D pantmen it ol
Agricwilinre

« 18 Forest Serwjce

=Hafiomal Instioate of
Fond & Agricalimre

=i ffice of Adwoacyand
Crreach

«Mafaral Resonrees
Com sermition Service
ma)

- Mamml Resoarces
G ey wufpom Serw e
[BC)

HONORARITM S

(eorg@ Coll gge and
Srage Uniwersity

Maticnal Commahhes
BrResponsie
Thilanthropy

Ui rsity of Gzarga
Warnell Schonl al
Foresiry & Naaral
Resoarces

Ulniwersiry of
Haorth Carclina
Wilmingen

= ValkroCar Ciperan ons
Ciomuma njty Fiand
EE Collabxraticens
Francea T Bannelke
Foandeion
Ceres Fomndafion, Inc.
Chizago Commenity
Foon dann
Colllege o FChar kesron
rylord & Darathy
Demneley
Foandsion
Jﬂ.m:.P:m.hlim
hfary Reynolds Babonck
Foandszon
TFalmeito Baim by
Dental Greop LIC
Prest & Ciomrier
Femndation
80 Far Foon dshon
BC Forestry
Foandaion

" Sardna Foandstion

The Bearwond
Foandsion
TS Endowment
ey Poresory &
Commanities, Inc.
Wells Fargn
Foomdxsan
w1 IR HLE
LOWGO TN THY
TG &EFEAST
SPONSORS
HLARFESTT$2.500]
G2ne Hondley
Bhodes Forests, LLG
Sooth State Bank

we i Sy gy
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. Wwehave ldft angone out, pleatelet o know and accept our sincere apologies.

DSDASSC Magaral Nefary M Wrighten Eaye Lingle Koomce
R scearc e Incemtlee Leamaon
e ANSD . S
[Fxhi i) R AR Caral Magh=im

- cies P-Banne MicheBe M

A o B v
Frodects, LLC Karen Alrams himal=ne

Chadey G Lane Eﬂ_‘!;tﬁﬂi! 2 Enh?_lh[!u:

Aniic and Stuart Lee D d Bomrganis Nfadelaine Mo

Lowmmniry Superioe 0 Garr Brodhead Alan McGregor

Chardes X and Chrastopher Bryant Eshop Andrew and
Bradord 8. Marshall John Bandy Mrs. Aqnerte Mol

Mills Bee Lage Hachel Carey > Gearge Momrson
- s Koy & Chardes Chitty  an Morrison

Fehel & Frerand O Sam and Sherry Cock  Joe Murphy
Ratle Jaaymeline U Cacney Srewe Pathersom

SC Foresry M Cvievn Chrpty Peomipyre
Famdzion Jeunike Dis Joaan Feesey

Ann W Dbl e W ke sod Rhodes

SEEDIING$00) Vlerie Diowe Mark & Deborah

AgBouth Farm Credit Wil sa Fstes Rz rrsom

ArkorOine Farm Crediy Ml Fair Homan Sandams

Crafi-Fasig Diwie Panning Rkeert Schafield, T
Belssnciaies, Inc. Fesn Fanmell Alex Bingleton

Bill & Carol Mamlene  Rex KardellFergmson  Joha Sperry

Bernie Mazpck _El.ﬂn:ﬁ"l}m 3 Jennie Spephens

INDIVIDUALS e far ggary Fligabeih Stone

Eate Bdlard Adams John Maghews, Jr. W Kenneth Swing, Jr-

Henry Alen Eligen Elnit_ﬂ: G““.EH Teeely Lumd

Catherime Braton and Die Targght Jeshma Walden

Rebecoa G Camphell  Mocihand Hendry Saan Wekh

Clark Winci DLand Cathy J Camden West

Stewe & Mangy Cregg Kecker Ridl ey Williamsa
: ek

it Thank youto the

Tl Garcia Whﬂ'lrl-'rfhﬁnﬂ Comntributors:

Hathani=l Glower Sabrma Call . Arnison [ luno

Jopee Hampean Camolyn Carmody Colem Jacoby

Lunda Kemner EK Colshorations  Seth Lev

w:'"" il Emmanve] Ferguon  Alssa Lictzow

J'"h“ B 'ﬁ“,.]'.-_ Evam Guthre Hiﬁlwth‘

Liacy Sanders Lewann Harper- Giroup

e rry Schmide Armstrong

William Farl She ppard T . :

Alex Singleton Giving is made easyonline at:

Roanie Sammers wwwheirspropertyorg or by sending

WEkmoechSwing. Jr- . us your gift in the en

I mm;:t. enclosed. Please include your e-mail

Hernie L. Wiright address on the envelope
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EUIEI“Cumrnmnent to Justice” Event Wlll Honor ﬂrmand De:fuer Esquire

On Thursday, March 21, 2019, the
Center will honor Attorney Armand
Derfer at its “Commitment to
Justice"™ Award Reception at the
Francis Marion Hotel [ 187 King St.]
from r30-8:00FP M.

Derfner has epitomized the pursuit
ofjustice through his legal career,
specializing in civil rights law and
class actions, especially in the areas
oflabar, employment, and consumey
law. He has been practicing avil rights
law for 40 years, and helped shape

the Vorng Rights Act through his
Supreme Court arguments in several
ofthe carlicst cases, ncluding Allen
v. State Board of Elections [1969)
and Perkins v. Matthews [1971], a5
well as many other voting rights
cases...and there is much mare.
Please join us to honor Attorney
Derfner and suppartthe Center! To
becomea Sponsar or reserve tickets,
contact Brett Wadford, Director of
Development at: [B43] 745-7075/
bwadford@heirsproperty.arg,

Thanks To the 2018 Commitment to Justice Friends.and Supporters

2018 Host Committes
Mr. Barry Baker, Fag, Chair
Hion. Floyd Breeland

eph E. DaFore, Esq
Wilbar E. Johnson, Faq.
Bra. Mary Joseph
Sen. Mardon Kimpson
Br Dham H. Martin
Judge Arthur McFarlnd
Anthony B. O'Neill, Sr., Fag

Dr. Everard O Rutlesdge

Perry K. Waring

Ma. Beatrice Whitten, Baq.

FRESEMT NG SPONSORS
[$500d]

Charl=ston Comty Bar
Amdciation

Robin C Duke Foundation

EVENT SPOMSORS [$2, roo]

Derfrer 8 Altman, LLC

Gedriey M. Howe, ITI, PA |
Gledrey Heve, ITT and Alvin
Hammer

Gzne amad Donis

Law CHifices of Diomald I
Demald Howe

Rhodes Forests, LLC

Soat b State Bank

Heather T on - i
fFrimds s

Young Clement Riven, LILF
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SPONSORS[$5, 000] k;-ﬁmk-mch]‘mrmﬂ Vikest Law Firm
Atlantic Const Life T vomne K aned Carrie Win
: ; e BEleamar C. 'E;'l;:nm Law Firm e
EE Varrier, ;‘J;E mﬁmk and Rita | Williams & Flnle, LLC
Assoction
e S e RS,
ﬁmn Cleveland Craft-Haig & Assocmtes, 1T.C
mh&tﬁ Ehotel & Deb DaPore }}hnM. :u:h:r Je
Frazier Real LLC E.5. Hanahan Hlpestem & a, LIC
Law Offce of Arthur C. Floyd Hurley J Sidney Boone, Jr.
I.nﬂﬂtmﬂ" Renee (laters, m.} Eefika, PA o De Tiopd Irti:fhm-ﬂwm
I_unslp Laow B Hillery E Douglas
HarnietP. M.Eu,.: mﬂﬂ Belly A Scbmak, Mmprnﬂlﬂ};—;,h'm Artorney atLaw
elan d Developinent : 2 SOTY
Mekon Mullins Riley & %.r Raborck, LILEP m ll'-:f“
Dr-amd Mrs - 0. JFMLEWEH“'“-&& Lands Fnd { Inc. LLC
Tudge Alex and Foc Sanders B Martin, Jr. Law Office of Panil E. Tinkler
Y aw By Mary Jorcph booriwe Ageiy 1oyt B Tommon & Pamily
and Daden e Tanenhanm Lt ernamm & Assocetes LT.C
The Rk of South Carcling SRR Ml i B M gl
The Hleecker Law Firm, LLC Lo Firtn Willie Mays
Embhbndﬂmh;;[;ﬂ ik - - mldw-ﬁ'-uﬂm i
g Richar ki Telds el - Riesem, Jr [Rietny
ADVOCATES[$500] Dr. Harold S S hune Rhodes Robert & Susan Rosen
Ascuet Apto Collision Center David Rivers Dr. Luther Seabmok
g b i s il g
m!
Philyp A Berinksy m Rew McKinley and Mra. Beulah
Dir. Howard L Brilliant & Mrs 0, Howe, Krell, Jackobsom,  Whshing mn.i;
Marilpn Brilliant Toporek, PA  Willism and Mary Wrighten
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CENTER FOR HEIRS' PROPERTY PRESERVATION US POSTAGE
1535 Bam Rittenberg Blvd,, Suite D . PRID "
Charleston, 8C 28407 “A CHARLESTON,5C

PEEMIT RO.E2

phone (843) T45-T058
toll free (B66)651-2616
www. helrapreperiy.arg
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