Not a Chance!
R eaching family aérccmcnt...
= "™ when you never believed it

could happen...

[Sec page 3 for full story]
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WHHT 15 HEIRY PROPERTY?

ouhms‘pmg-tmmmt T|:| uestable form of cnmmhp pats :ﬁcg-nmunmwrmoum:hm:ﬁt
Lowcountryis land thet was cither Eeiry’ property at high ngk far less || ofawillsothat the land isowned in
purchased by or decded toAfrican becanse amy heir can sell Bia/ler || common byall ofthe heirs - whether
Americans after emancipation. Muchof || percentage of swnemkip to another who || they Iive on the land; help pay the taxes,
this haind has been passed down through || con force a sale of the entire property. uhﬂtmurml’mmuh:hnl

B Note From
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Hummncmnb:gms]uu:m. Jennic L Stephens, Executive

Are you prepared? Do you have your Director®

checldist? The Amencan Red Cross” ; : ;

Hurricane Safety Checlliscapecifies 00 oo Director of Forestry”

thatyou should pack thedeed orlease  Tish Lynn, Dircctor of

to your home. Communications

Ifvour home & damaged m a hurricane, Josh R.Wﬂdm' Director of Legal
2017 Board Members and Officers ; s Services"

vou will need a deed vo your property

nnie

Alex Singleton, Chair with your name on it to qualify for Jacqueline W. Wilson, Associate
W. McLeod  Pice-Chair disaster assistance. Heirs’ property Director of Administration®
W, Kenneth Swing Jr, Treanrer [HF] owners aften cannotsupply adeed  Kendra Yates, Exccutive Assistant®
Ntk P with their names Isted asowmen. David Bourgesis, Forester |

g After Hurricanes Katrinaand T EITE EI‘Wﬂ,CﬂEﬂII’I.I.!l‘I:iH'
iz Hmmm; =25 Matthew, heirs were denied : Outreach Coordinator
Masvin Engene Gene™ Hundley disaster assistance from the Federal o opy e poesecy
SJhu-imL,W,jghum,Esq Emergency Management Agency 4 %
YeoaneKaight Cater [fFfdﬁR:n“l Ithe T{ 1; P title was Sharon Figep, Legal Secretary

A clearcd. Resolvin i5 complex Wicole Garcia, Database Manager &

Jonathan Kredken, JD. :nd'clta.r"[ith:E.l'lnu[bc ohtpajilml Emluﬁ::n!jnuur &
Bemett “Bemic” Muzyck tosatisfy application deadlines. Clifton Gillens, Forestry Assistant
Everard “Rod™ 0. Rutledge, PhID. Consequently, HP families are often L
s Fsq displaced or continue to livein Rﬂni{rﬁmﬂﬁ,ﬁﬂm?w Il i
Raﬂ.ﬂll']lm!r&t' Fo dam aged homes loag after disasters FPrenita E“‘Em: Special Projects

. have strock, Coordinator
Patrick . Wates, Esq. If you own heirs’ property, the first Steve Patterson, Poreszer 11
J-Camden West, Esq. item on your Hurricane Prepasedniess 1. Hlope Watson, Attorney I
Mary M. Wnighten Checkhst 15 o call the Centerto get * Leadership Team

; help with cleanng your title.
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}‘amliy ngeement‘? Nnt a Chance!

You are not alone. Many heirs® property
owners, who come tothe Center for
help, doubt that their amily wall ever
come to the table vogether — let alone
reach amily agreement on what o do
with their band.

Take heart! The Center docsn't have

a magic wand, but our bowyers have
amediation tool called the “Famaly
Presentation”™ which helps Families
work through past hurts, grudges and
misumderstandings before any talk of
“the lund” is discussed. It sn'tcasy, bot
it works, and there can be a loc of family
healing and mending in the process.
Sometimies, a family inds its own
way through their differences. That's
what Myron found out. When he
camee to the Center, he believed chat
“the re was almost o chance of family
agreement,” but luckily there was.

B . . T L Pt i a .

“This was a case of two Lwwyers —
willing to discuss alternate resolutions
and a family that did the nght thingin
the end,” saud Josh Walden, Dircctor
of Legal Services at the Center.
Walden is used todealing with distrost
among heirs, but the Centerdocs

1ot take cases vo court without an
sgreemicnt among all heirs. Walden
intherited this case from another
Center attorney who was on the
venge of closing it based on family
disagrecment.

“Durning the course ofithe resalution
process, the family changed their mind
about what they wanted to do with the
Land,” said Walden.

At first, some family membens -
sugpested group ownership, whale
others suggested the possibility of
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seling the hnd. In sucha mml},
Myron would have demanded
reimbursement for improvemnents bat
the case would have devolved intoa
situation where famidy might be forever
catrange dand Myron forced outofthe
home. Due to the instability, Walden
did not pursue a Petiton to Determine
Heirs [FTDH] nor probate Myron's
mother's estate for fear of a posable
forced sale in the Probate court.

It lvokoed like a stalemate. Then
Walden proposed a "buyout™by way
of owner financing. Myronwould bay
out the ownership of the other heirs
and own the property outright himself.
There would be a promissory note
and mortgage held by the hears and
secured by the property. The opposing,
Attorncy Arthor McFarland thooght
it was a ressonable solution and took
the proposal to the heirs.

Afteralot of back and forth regarding
the sum of the buyout and the terms
of Myron's payments to the beirs, all
partics reached an agreement. Held
made a lot of improvements to the
property over the years — outofhis
own pocket. So, his family factored
that into the sale price.

Onee Myronbegan payments, the
parties preparned for the filing of

a Quiet Title, and all title Bssucs

were successfully resolved. ® It took
everyone toagree — what's fair s
fair,” said Walden.

Sometirnes a “Family Presentation”is
needed and som ctimes a family works
things out with a little help from their
Center friends
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Why Grow Trecs FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN:

+ Timnber is the top harvested
crop in the state and top export
from the port of Charleston

= Timber s 1 S0 hallion
mdustry in SC

# 300,000 private Landowne rs
own 88% ofthe 1.9 million
acres of forestland in SC

+ The timber industry makes big
profits growing and harvesting
trecs. YOU can too!

You Must Have a Plan...
Forest Management PI:]!H

For any business to succeed, you
need a plan. It's the same for the

business of growing trecs. The way

to maximize your mcome and to
benefit from financial assistance

W programs is to create a solid plan

I8 bascd on what you want todowith
: your land and what trees will grow
B best onit And- put that plan into
M practice.

?
“God Will Grow Back

My Trees”

Yes. Wanare will grow vour trees, ba il
vouwsnt tobe 3 good tree Brmervou
plant cxactly what vouwant to harvest.
“A Clemson University Forestry
study suggested thas managed
timber produces three times the
profit than naturally grown timber,”
said Vince Keeler, Director of
Forestry at the Conter. “It's always
agood thing to replant trecs omce
vou've cut them.®

&
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Keep Good Records

cparate your business
finances from your personal
finances. That's important for

tax rexions and to show vour

hastory of profitabality on the

land. Remember to identify

your property as AG property .
[Agriculture] to lower your taxes. ' e g o -
Trees arc a crop, too! i'.-: dose prred redt o' & M.:F:::J i
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What You Need to Know and Why

Pre-Forest Management Plan [FMP]
= Call the Center and get the information you need about the

forestland management Your FMP isa z-part Flan
= Walk your land witha professional forester to determine % * Your Short-Term Planis your plan for

what's growingon it right now. Know your boundarkes! what is growing on your land right now.
= With your professional forester, decide what your objectives That might include clear curting your

are for land , and make toachieve them. trees, thinning them, mechanical site
LR yoargan prep fior replanting, Srebresk installation

tostop or control the spread of fire, and
moTe.

* Your Long Term Plan deals with what you
want to do with vour land going forwand.
That might include re-forestation [re-
planting], scheduled thinning oftrees,

proscribed fire of longleal pine, pest

control treatments...and more.

(b famd pwmrer frarund s Hﬂuhmﬂxwﬁvﬂu -msc
Forantry oAocistion and Tror Farm Program opris

Maps, Maps and More Maps!

Picture your plan.

Maps asdl phetos will be created for you to sce your

Land asd make a good plan for it Aerial phietes [bind's

eye views) are used to show different stands of trees and

tree types, boundary ines, water elements, topography,

different soil types; where finchreaks are needed; whem
5 rutted and damaged band may be... and more,



“MATTERS

We're Expanding for You

Jennie Stephens, Executive Director

.

The Center is now working in 17 of
South Carolina's 46 countics - starting
from the coxst and reaching inland.
The increased demand rom within
these countics for our help has beena
call-to-action for the Center tocxpand
our legal and forestry services.

These 17 counties are home to:

- At least 185,000acres of hears’
property

- Nearly 40% [ ¢ million] of the Stage's
131 million acres of forest lind

- Somic of the best soil for growing
pine trees

Forestry & Advice/Counsel

m *Ore-thour of froe, lgad Ackvie are Coursel
Forestry & Full Legal Servicces

= One-third of the State’s population,
ofwhich two out of every five persons:
are African Amenican and one out of
every three persons is poor.

When the Centerbegan, its vision

focused on land loss prevention. More

recently, an asset development focus,

using forestland management, has

been incorporated.

When you consider the sttntics above,
this blended vision is answenng the call
to e ducate™ the se indownerson how
to hold onto their land AND how o
tap o its hedden potential to generate
more income and build wealth.
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Our Attorn
Are Camingm%ﬂl
The Center is providing NEW office
hours and locations for YOU to get
legal advice in:
Oranpeburg County
and Tuesday ofeach month
Attomey Rence Gregory
1570 Henley Sereet NE, Room 103
Orangebung, SCag11s

Sumter County
4th Toesday of each month
Attomey Rence Gregory
1975 Castle Rock Drive
Sumiter, 5C 2173

Allendale County
15t Wednesday of cach month

Attorney Hope Watson
James Brande Building

[Conference Room]

398 Barnwell Highway
Allendale, 5C 19810
Beaufort County
3d Tuesday ofcach month
Artorney Hope Watson
Beaulort Town Center, Suite 114
1015 Boundary Road
Beanfort, SC 19002

The contirued loss of land threatensthe
healthy, sustainable, economic fugure of
these rural communities. A viable fiture
depends on stermming land loss and
promotngits sustanable use.

Call The Center’s Community
Outreach Coordinator Jasmine Brown
to schedule Center events in your
county: [B4374 57057 or
Jbrown@heimsprope my.org

3. P43, 7553 =
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In Brief

by Josh F. Walden, Esq.

During my time with the Center, [
have seen numerows fmilies work
their way through heir disagreoment
and find their way to 2 mutually
beneficial resolution. The Center

is dedicated vo mediating such
agreements, becawse full agreement is
required before we will bring a client’s
case tothe courthowse

Here arc some very commeon issues
Eamilies need to resolve to move
forward:

But...I live here!

This problem can anse when one heir
has been living in a home, originally
owned by a parentor grandparent,

for several vears. The client is often
coming to us becanse they want to“be
the only one on the deed™ and may be
impatient to qualify for assistance with
home repairs. It can be hand for the
client to reach out to the other heirs
ifhe or she believes mom or granddsd
“gave the house to me and evervbody
knows it " A egiromare betrs moct be
part of the familly agreesent.

B . . T L Pt i a .

Family Fireworks

Timberrrrrr!

Thas problem revolves around a timber
sale by one heir or more heirs. Usually,
that sale is notdisclosed to the other
heirs and the profit only goes to the
heirs imvolved in the sale. Thas situaton
tends to leave a bad tste in the mouth
of the “left-our” heirs and their
chaldren. A beirs Bave ayual right o the
auie, enfoymeent aned bewefis of e properiy

It’s too much
trouble!

This problem wsually happens when
the client, who is doing the legwork
to put together the family tree,
cncounters resistance from the other
heirs who want the client to quit.

I don’t know an any of
these people!

Thas problem usually occurs when the
client, who is creating the family tree,
becaines disallusioned as the family
tree grows. The idea of engaging folks
the client does not know well [or at all]
caf cause some (o quit. frs dane deg
Bk, somme Emecy, 1 brivgs a famuly topether
arviond the dhared itory of the fand ina
apectal way

Don't Wait!

I have scen clients and families
successhully work through these very
same proble ms. Others doa't. The
process is usually complicated. The
inahality to reach agreement can
lead to inactivity by the heirs, which
only further complicates the legal
probilems associated with the title
like the addition ofmore heirs, or

Creaiimg the fansly frec i bard wwork itiono ;
Buns masest be dome o mave foraward wigy - dversanial action between heirs,
claaring fitle. which can bead to a forced sale. Neaw iy
the i Te resolfoe your FTP fuer
Persevere.
It’s worth it!

Waw HEIRFFRGFERTY.ORS
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ANOTHER BANNER “Commitment to Justice’” EVENT!
Thanks to all sponsors, guests and, most ofall, to honoree Rew. McKinley Washington, Jr.

it Coma it Mrwabew B & Dosmiedy iz wlasid to groes o bomorre: o S o'y amad Mgy y FELLCOME!
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