EEITRS"

PROPERTY

e Alr Al Al Ale
() 2 (’/’(‘t & G' a

A N N Al

anything!”

ouis, Sr. did not join his family in the
_—Jfront room when -Sam Cook, director
of the Center’s Sustainable Forestry Program, first
came to talk about their forested acres...but, from
time to time, he would call out from the back of the

12

house - “Don’t sign anything!

[See page 3 for full story]
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HEIRY PROPERTY?
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M ost heirs’ property in the

Lowcountry is land that was either
purchased by or deeded to African
Americans after emancipation. Much of
this land has been passed down through

This unstable form of ownership puts
heirs’ property at high risk for loss
because any heir can sell his/her
percentage of ownership to another who
can force a sale of the entire property.

the generations without the benefit of a
will so that the land is owned in common
by all of the heirs, regardless of whether
they live on the land; pay the taxes or
have ever set foot on the land.

Staff

Jennie L. Stephens, Executive
Director

Josh F. Walden, Supervising Attorney

Sam Cook, Director, Sustainable
Forestry Program

Tony Feigt, Paralegal

Tish Lynn, Resource Development
Coordinator

D. Hope Watson, Outreach
Coordinator

Jacqueline W. Wilson, Administrative
Assistant

B Note From Jennie
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I ndividuals and organizations
should strive to have impact. The
definition I use for “impact” is: the
force exerted by a new idea, concept,
technology or ideology. In 2002,

the executive directors of Coastal
Community Foundation and SC Bar
Foundation and community leaders
desired to have impact by creating a
project which used new ideas to address
the challenges of heirs’ property
ownership. From the beginning, the
vision was to go beyond educating
landowners on their rights and helping
them clear their title issues. The

2014 Board Members and Officers
Dana Adkins, Esq., Chair

Nancy Bloodgood, Esq., Treasurer
Amanda E. Compton, Esq.

Rev. Kardell Ferguson, Sr.
W. McLeod Rhodes

Alex Singleton

Mary M. Wrighten
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ultimate goal was to have the land work
for the landowners and their families.

As the Center begins its 1oth year of
operation as a nonprofit, my primary
message remains the same - do not wait
to “fix” your heirs’ property situation
or you may lose your land forever. In
concert with that, the Center is taking
significant steps to realize that ultimate
goal by pulling additional tools out of
our tool box to help landowners learn
how to fully realize the economic asset
of land ownership.

This force - the work of the Center and
its partners - is having impact within
our service area, our state, the southern
region and, ultimately, the nation.

1535 Sam Rittenberg Blvd., Suite D,
Charleston, SC 294.07

[843] 745-7055 [phone]
[843] 745-7054. [fax]
1[866] 657-2676 [toll free]

www.heirsproperty.org
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“Don’t sign. anythmg"’

God s not makmg e land
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Manigault Family [L to r] Rosaiah, Louis, IT, Desma Maniganlt-McElveen, Renida, Christine, Hester [mom) and
Louis, Sr. [dad) and Emily. Not pictured: Isaiah, Kendra, and Megan.

It’s understandable why Louis, Sr.
was warning his family not to “sign”
anything. Too many African American
families have stories of land lost after
signing documents they may not have
fully understood. Louis’s caution
about his land is why he still has it.

However, Louis, Sr. is now a believer
in the Center’s Sustainable Forestry
and African American Land
Retention Program [SFP] and hopes
that other small landowners in his
community will learn what to do with
their land so they don’t do “fly-by-
night things.”

Louis, Sr. bought his own family home
and 92 acres from his cousin and his
father. His nine children all worked the
land growing up. They kept cows, hogs
and chickens; grew deer corn, soybeans,
cane and sweet potatoes, and tended a
family garden. Hard though it was, they
all agree - “It gave us our work ethic...
and teamwork ethic.”

In this family of eleven, Mom and
Dad were both teachers as are two

of their children; another works for
Santee Cooper and one for Kapstone;
three are registered nurses, and two
are in the Air Force. Son Louis, I1

1s now the primary caretaker of the
property. “The land is ‘home’ for all of
us. It’s our common bond. We always
know we can come back.”

Before SFP, the family didn’t have
a forest management plan. They
focused on farming and leasing land for

~ hunting to help pay the taxes. The trees

fed their wood stove, but there was no
re-planting.

Today, with the help of a consultant
forester, this family has along

term forest management plan

with 10-15 and 30-year goals and
cost-share reimbursement through
the USDA/Natural Resources
Conservation Service [NRCS] EQIP

“The program
wouldn’t be
worth 2-cents
without the
education.”

& Sam Cook
SEP Director

[Environmental Quality Incentives
Program] to re-plant loblolly pine.

“This program wouldn’t be worth
2-cents without the education,” said
SFP Director Cook. Louis, IT agrees.

“At the SFP seminars we’ve learned
what we should know. What our rights
are. It’s given my family hope that
we can develop an economic plan
for the future to hold on to our land.
Personally, I want our forest to look like
the national forest,” he smiled. “It’s just
a matter of execution.”

For the family, it feels good to get
things in order for the next generation.
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It’s hard;

work.
but it’s .
worth 1t.

B arbara’s grandmother bought
the 23.5 acre family farm in 1924 when
land was $2.00 an acre. Growing up
with her four siblings, there were
family reunions, picking cotton and
tending the cows, hogs and other
animals. When her grandmother died,
the next generation of heirs - Barbara’s
mother and siblings - took over the
land and made sure the taxes were
paid, but the estate was not probated,
so the land became heirs’ property.

When Barbara’s mother, aunt and uncle
passed away, Barbara, her siblings and
numerous cousins knew they had to
take action to keep their land in the
family. By chance, her sister Lois saw
an ad for the Center when she opened
her light bill and called to make an
appointment to talk with the Center’s
Attorney Josh Walden.

Like most heirs’ property owners, she
and Barbara had no idea what along
and challenging road they would have
to travel to complete their family tree,
collect and confirm all documents

[wills, deed, titles, etc.] and to reach
family agreement to divide the land
along heir lines.

There were times when securing the
agreed-upon deeds through mediation
seemed unlikely.

“There is an ebb and flow to

family negotiations,” said Walden.
“Ultimately, this family overcame
disagreement and avoided the pitfalls
that lead to a stalemate and inaction.
To their credit, heirs from South
Carolina, New York and Utah rallied
and stayed the course. All the heirs
involved were equally responsible

for their successful resolution.”

Through a Quiet Title Action, there
are now four Masters Deeds recorded
that divide up the property. More
importantly, Lois has had her will
drafted and shared the “story” of the
land with her children so that they
understand how important it is for
them to keep it in the family.
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Photo: Barbara Manigault.

Be Prepared and Be Organized!

Prepare for success before meeting
with Attorney Walden:

* Collect and bring all tax bills and copies
of any related deeds to help identify
the property.

« Collect and bring all contact information
for all known heirs.

« Start to create your family tree using
death certificates, birth certificates, family
reunion hooklets, notes in family Bibles,
and obituaries.

» Talk with older heirs who can provide
history and background information, to help
create the family tree.

» Have a positive attitude. The work is hard
but worth it.
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10th Bnmversary Mllestone In 2015

From Protecting Famlly Land to Producing “Working Landscapes”

We own land we can’t use. Our grandfather|, great grandfather bought this land and
now we struggle to pay ﬂae tases and are always afraid we might lose it. Weve all lost
land but can’t afford to pay for an attorney to help us keep it.

In 2002, this was what Coastal
Community Foundation heard from
rural landowners struggling to hold on
to their family land. CCF responded

by developing the Heirs’ Property
Preservation Project funded by the Ford
Foundation. In 2005, the Center became
the only non-profit in SC providing
comprehensive education and direct
legal help to protect and prevent the
further loss of heirs’ property [HP]. It’s
still the only one.

10 Year Heirs’ Property Results:

¢ Cleared 115 titles with a cumulative,
tax-assessed value of $f.94. million;

* Provided legal advice and counsel to
1,419 applicants;

* Provided the full array of legal
services to 335 clients;

* Conducted 4.08 legal seminars and
presentations to raise awareness
among 8,982 persons, and

* Drafted 404 simple Wills since
2009 to prevent the growth of heirs’

property.
Land as an Asset — Not a Liability

Owning property as heirs is a liability
instead of an asset. Owning land with
clear title but without knowing its value
15 also a liability.

In 2013, the Center launched the
30-month Sustainable Forestry and
African American Land Retention Pilot
Program [SFP] to provide education,
technical assistance and resources to 25
African American landowners to increase
economic benefit through improved
forest management.

1st Year SFP Results:

* 40 families are participating in the
program with a total of 4,103 acres
*16 Heir’s property owners
¢ 16 Non-heirs’ property owners
*6LLCs
¢ 2 Organizations

* 36 families have had their land
assessed by a professional forester

+ 27 families have developed a forest
management plan with USDA/
Natural Resources Conservation
Service [NRCS] or USDA Forest
Service Agency

* 25 families have applied for cost-share
reimbursement through NRCS/
EQIP [Environmental Quality
Incentives Program] for work* done
on their land

*Work includes: Site preparation,
thinning, clear cutting, burning,
cleaning up and planting.

Th:e Future

“Expansion is in our future,” says

~ Executive Director Jennie Stephens.

“Our USDA partners and funders
understand that heirs’ property issues
must be resolved in order to preserve
rural landownership. With their help, we
will grow to meet the need.”

[SEP is funded. by the U.S. Endowment for Forestry
and Communities, and USDA agencies— Natural

Resources Conservation Service and Forest Service.]
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rsproperty.org or by sending/ts your gift in the donation envelope enclosed.

The following donors made gifts to the Center between September 1, 2013 — Angust 31, 2014..
If we have left anyone out, please let us know and accept our sincere apologies.

Individual Margaret Fabri Louwiser Macon
Anonymous Rev. Kardell Louis A. Manigault
Kate B. Adams Ferguson Daniel E. Martin, Sr.
Dana Adkins ghﬁles e Emma Martin
ields
Louis P. Anderson, Sr. Elaine H. Fowler David McCann
Bernice Beckett Willie Frazier Edward McKelvey
Lillie Birch Stephen McLeod-
Gamma Zeta Brvar
Margaret Blackmer  Chapterof ZetaPhi >
Miyles Bland Beta Judy MeMahon
John M. Blecker, Jr Debra Gammons William G. Medich
Willie Britt Elizabeth Ganaway Joe Mendelsohn
Shirrese B. Stephen Gates Jimand Linda
Brockington Jean Gibbs s,

. ie and Charl
Anmf C. Brown Charles Goldberg ﬁ?&;f;on, o
s Richard Habersham /i o410 Middleton
Edward M. Brown Richard Hendry Rev. Dr. Dave and
Leonard Brown Robert S. Hervey Daisy Mitchell, ITI
Janet Buckner Marian R. Heyward ~ Sybil Mitchell
Rebecca Campbell Richard Hricik Andrew and Annette
Dennis Cannon, Jr. Thomas L. Mole
Nicholas Clekis Hughston, Jr. Joanne Moses
Edith Coakley Deborah Jennings Janie and Charles
AmandaCompton ~ WilburE. Johnson ~ Middleton, St
Rter Corion Sandra D. Jones Celeste Patrick

D. Ashley and Robin
Essi Gerald A. K d :

Martha Craft-Essig EL a}f FTH Pennington
Steve and Nancy R Chavis and Mildred
Cregg Michael Kennedy Pinckney
Ruth Cupp Kay Koonce Judge Costa M.
John Dash Sharon Landis Pleicones
Lydia Davidson Charles G. Lane Whitney Powers
Rev. Robin Dease Anne Rhodes Lee Edward K. Pritchard, Jr.
Priscilla Drake ncentlee e mon Thomas
Robert Driessen Carroll Lucas Quatium

. . o W. McLeod and Dee
Phyllis Ewing Susan MacGillivray Rhodes
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Michael A. Scardato

Deborah G. Wright

Frances P. Bunnelle

Sheila Scheuerman ~ Mary Wrighten g ation
Gordon and Linda Stephen Ziff gaylotrlf a}r)ld i
orothy Donnelley
potes Government FommaTtes
SuESetek . . Ciry of Cliarleston . pisldifgiHofieter
il g, U.S. Departmentof ~ Funerals
Alex Singleton Agriculture: Law Office of
Gerald C. Smoak » Forest Service Clifford Bush, ITI
Starr Snead * Natural Resources Law Office of Laura
John Kresse and Sue S ¥ Moaro PR
Sommer-Kresse Servica Law Offices of
Tiffany Spann- Foundation/ Robertson H. Wendt
Wil dez X Corporation/Firm Mary Reynolds
Verneatha Spell- Black Family Land Babcock Foundation
Profit Trust May and Stanley
Ay Central Carolina Smith Charitable
Jennie Stephens Comtnanits Trudt
James A. Stuckey Foundation:Royand  Plum Creek
James and Mary Marnie Pearce Fund  Foundation
Sulton Charleston School e il Chidies
Peter Tecklenberg of Law Foundation
Noel & Gail Thorn Charlotte School SC Bar Foundation
Azile 0. Todd i SC Forest
zile O. To ' orestry
. ] Coastal Community  Foundation
Marilyn Mitchell Foundation of SC:
Varner U.S. Endowment
+Chitty Family for Forestry and
Josl alien Endowment Communities, Inc.
Rev. McKinl . ’
“;a‘;hincgt(l)lrll e]); *Lothmann Family The Pizarro Law
o Fund Firm
Patrick and Jud
Watts Judy *Julia and Lee Wells Fargo
McLeod
Robert Wells Trdoant
Robin F. Wheeler - Open Grants
JohsiSRiissins sPomerantz-Wilcox
Queen E. Williams Family Fund
Scarlet A. Wilson +The Beaufort Fund
Antoinette Winston Design from Dixie
Albertha Wittrell
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Hats OFF to the 2014
“Commitment to

Justice” Host Committee

Ernest “Chip” Finney, III
Jerry Leo Finney
Donald L. Fowler

William Howard, Sr.
Faith Rivers James
Wilbur E. Johnson
Sen. Marlon Kimpson
Judge Arthur C. McFarland
Judge Alex §. Sander
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2015 “Commltment to Justice” Awardee the
Honorable Lucille S. Whipper

@n March 19th, 2015, the Center
will salute the Honorable Lucille S.
Whipper with its 2015 “Commitment

to Justice” Award at a reception at the
DoubleTree Hilton [181 Church St.]

Reverend McKinley Washington, Jr.
will present her with the award with
remarks by Chief Justice Jean H. Toal.

Activist, academic administrator,
community leader, founder of
Operation Catch-Up and the
Lowcountry Aid to Africa project,
instrumental in organizing the Avery
Research Center for African American
History and Culture and the first
African American Administrator at the
College of Charleston, Ms. Whipper
was also the first African American
woman to serve as an elected state
official from the Tri-County.

Join us to honor a great lady and a
great friend of the Center. Tobe a

where her dear friend and mentor,

sponsor, call Tish Lynn at 745-70575.

Sincere thanks to the generous 2014 Sponsors and to the family and friends
who honored Ret. Chief Justice Ernest A. Finney, ]r.

Presenting Sponsors - $5,000

Charleston County Bar
Association

Honorable Robin C. Duke
Justin O’Toole Lucey, P.A.
Event Sponsors - $2,500

MwV

Rhodes Forests, LL.C

Young Clement Rivers, LLP
Sponsors — $1,000

Berkeley County Bar Association
Dixon Hughes Goodman, LLP

Richard E. Fields Charitable
and Education Fund of Coastal
Community Foundation of SC

Justice Ernest A. and Mrs.
Frances Finney, Jr.

Donald L. Fowler

Francis Marion Hotel
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, PA
Gedney M. Howe, I11, PA

Howell Linkous & Nettles, LLLC
Linda Ketner

Lewis, Babcock & Griffin, LLLP
Harriet P. McDougal

Law Office of Arthur McFarland
Motley Rice, LIL.C

Plum Creek

Pratt-Thomas Walker, P.A.
Judge and Mrs. Alex Sanders

Marva Smalls Endowment of
Coastal Community Foundation
of SC

South Carolina Legal Services
Sumter County Bar Association

TD Bank, America’s Most
Convenient Bank

The Bank of South Carolina

Barnwell Whaley Patterson &
Helms, LLC

J. Sidney Boone, Jr.

Bryan Law Firm of SC, LLP
Charleston School of Law

Anne and Will Cleveland

College of Charleston Foundat1ion
Duffy & Young, LLC

Tammy and Chip Finney

Heritage Trust Federal Credit
Union

U.S. Senator Fritz Hollings [Ret.]
Tish Lynn

Rhetta and Joe Mendelsohn
Thomason & Pracht, LLP
Supporters -$250

Susan K. Dunn
Honorable Herbert U. Fielding
Judge John D. Geathers

Faith Rivers James and Perry
James

Richard J. Jerue
Moore Law Firm, LLC
O’Neill & Fair

Richardson Patrick Westbrook &
Brickman, LLC

Susan and Robert Rosen
SC Community Loan Fund, Inc.

Schwartz, McLeod, Durant &
Jordan

Ramon Schwartz, Jr.

Veronica Small — Family Legal
Services, LL.C

Nancy Bloodgood ] 4
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & T s BRSO R TRINari
Rice, LLP 2 Honorable Lucille S. Whipper
Amanda E. Compton
Supporters - $500
Ascue’s Auto Body & Paint Shop Lhosegags Cooper, Jr:
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USDA Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment. ' =
Robert Bonnie with Fennie who served on a panelin D.C. at the request ' P o P RO
of USDA Secretary Tom Vilsak to talk about the Center’s work at the .
sth Anniversary of the USD.A’s Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative.

The Plum Creek Foundation awarded $10,000
to the Center to fund the 2015 summer “Youth
Natural Resources Camp” to be hosted by the
Diocese of the Southeast Reformed Episcopal
Church in Awendaw. Student campers will learn
leadership skills and the economic and conservation
importance of sustainable forestry management.

Pictured from left to right are: Farod Fryman [Plum
Creek - Senior Resource Supervisor], Alex Singleton
[Plum Creck - Senior Resource Forester and Center
Board Member), Jennie Stephens and

Graham Marsh [Plum Creek - Resource Supervisor].
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